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RCKC Update Following February Ice Storm 
 

KALAMAZOO, MI- To keep road users informed of the latest traffic and road maintenance operations by the 

Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC), we have provided the following update. 

 

• In the aftermath of the ice storm on February 22, 2023, the RCKC received approximately 300-400 

reports of downed trees and limbs on our approximately 1,270 miles of roadway throughout 

Kalamazoo County.   Hardest hit areas include Comstock, Kalamazoo, Oshtemo, and Texas Townships. 

• Kalamazoo County declared a state of emergency on Thursday, February 23rd. The declaration shall 

be valid for seven days unless renewed by the County Board of Commissioners. 

• At the time of this release, we are aware of approximately 12 locations with trees and limbs in the 

road right-of-way (ROW) where power or utility lines remain entangled. For all our safety, these 

cannot be removed by the RCKC Team.  We must wait for the utility company assistance for an all 

clear. Please be patient as we all work together through a significant number of reports. 

• Residents are also advised NOT to approach trees, and to watch for entangled lines. Be aware of 

sagging or broken wires in trees as it can still be "live" with a deadly amount of electricity.  



• Our RCKC Team have been working diligently throughout nights and the weekend performing storm 

clean-up. With the magnitude of damage, it will likely take months to conclude clean-up of the 

debris initially moved to open a road. 

 

As one of the first responders during emergency situations, the RCKC’s role and priority is to maintain a 

county road system that is safe and convenient for public travel. Throughout the storm, RCKC Teams have 

moved fallen trees outside of the road ROW to the adjacent property, clearing the traveled portion of our 

roads for the safety of the public.  

 

As the emergency stabilizes, the RCKC can concentrate on next steps.  

• A pink flag will be left near the relocated tree informing property owners to contact the RCKC within 

fifteen (15) days for tree removal options. 

• The relocated trees from the roadway are available for the property owner’s use and/or disposal. 

• In those instances where RCKC holds title to the entire road ROW (typically in platted/subdivision 

areas) RCKC cleanup will begin shortly for those trees/limbs relocated by the RCKC.  

• In other instances, the RCKC will return to address the relocated tree as prioritized within other RCKC 

operations pending further direction received from the property owner.  

• If you are unsure of the process, the property owner may submit a service request by calling 269-381-

3171 or at our website at https://www.kalamazoocountyroads.com/contact.php.  

 

Please remember trees/brush that was not relocated by emergency personnel are the property owner’s 

responsibilities. For any further questions, please see our Roadside Vegetation Management Policy on our 

website at www.kalamazoocountyroads.com.  

 

We appreciate the patience across the county as our RCKC Team safely responds to this situation.  We also 

want to thank the many public service teams, first responders, utilities and consolidated dispatch personnel 

who actively worked safely together in response. 
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